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on
Subsidiary Legislation

This Chapter contains no Subsidiary Legislation.

Note
on
Title of Act

This Act was originally entitled (in the 1961 Ed.) “The Criminal Law Amendment
Ordinance (Cap. 33)".
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*SEXUAL OFFENCES ACT
1961 Ed. AN ACT relating to sexual crimes, to the abduction, procuration
Cap. 33. e :
LLEor1887. and prostitution of women and to kindred offences.
Commencement. [Sth March 1887]
Short title. 1. This Act may be cited as the —
SEXUAL OFFENCES ACT.
Procuring . —
defilement by 2 (1) Any person who
gf;?nsﬂ‘r’;sf;aa‘:j‘i;g (a) by threats or intimidation procures or attempts to pro-

drugs. cure any woman or girl to have any unlawful carnal
connection; or

(b) by false pretences or false representations procures any
woman or girl, not being a common prostitute or of
known immoral character, to have any unlawful carnal
connection.; or

(c) applies, administers to, or causes to be taken by any
woman or girl any drug, matter or thing, with intent to
stupefy or overpower so as thereby toenable any person
to have unlawful carnal connection with such woman
or girl,

is liable to imprisonment for two years.

(2) No person shall be convicted of an offence under this section
upon the evidence of one witness only unless the witness is corrobo-
rated in some material particular by evidence implicating the accused.

behtement of 3. U) Any pc 500 Wil0 udeluuy anda \,amauy KIiUWs a.u_y glii

RS D PP

UiiGer e ué\a i iwWlivl ylais i :;‘:' AU 1 1liPiiSUILCIR

;ea.rs of age.
[27 of 1987].




Sexual Offences Chap. 10:36

77\ A 4 M 5 et P 5
2 ANV DErSOn whnG atteimnmnic 0 Navs Iniawiiig Cariial Ko
A& Sy PeisUll WiV aliCilipis W HdYC Ulliawili Cdilial RIIUWI-

edge of any girl under the age of twelve years is liable to imprisonment
for seven years; but in the case of an offender whose age does not
exceed sixteen years, the Court may, instead of sentencing him to any
term of imprisonment, order him to be whipped as prescribed by the
Juvenile Offenders Punishment Act.

(3) Where, upon the hearing of a charge under this section, the
girl in respect of whom the offence is charged to have been committed
or any other child of tender years who is tendered as a witness does not,
in the opinion of the Court or Magistrate, understand the nature of an
oath, the evidence of the girl or other child of tender years may be
received, though not given upon oath if, in the opinion of the Court or
Magistrate, as the case may be, the girl or other child of tender years is
possessed of sufficient intelligence to justify the reception of the
evidence and understands the duty of speaking the truth.

(4) No person shall be liable to be convicted of the offence
unless the testimony admitted by virtue of this section and given on
behalf of the prosecution is corroborated by some other material
evidence in support thereof implicating the accused.

(5) Any witness whose evidence has been admitted under this
section shall be liable to indictment and punishment for perjury in all
respects as if he or she had been swom.

4. (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), any person who —

(a) unlawfully and carnally knows, or attempts to have
unlawful carnal knowledge of, any girl of or above the
age of twelve years and under the age of fourteen years;
or

(b) unlawfully and carnally knows, or attempts to have
unlawful camal knowledge of, any female idiot or
imbecile woman or girl under circumstances which do
not amount to rape but which prove that the offender
knew, at the time of the commission of the offence, that
the woman or giil was an idiot or imbecile,

tion (1)(a) if it is made to appear to the Court or jury before whom the
charge is brought that the person so charged had reasonable cause to
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{3 N nrocecnition shail ecommence for an offence under sub

ntion € sub-
section (1)(a) more than three months after the commission of the
offence.

5. (1) Any person who, being the owner or occupier of any
premises, orhaving, oracting or assisting in, the management or control
thereof, induces or knowingly suffers any girl of such age as is in this
section mentioned to resort to, or be in or upon, the premises for the
purpose of being unlawfully and carnally known by any man,
whether the carnal knowledge is intended to be with any particular man
or generally —

(a) is, if the girl is under the age of twelve years, liable to
imprisonment for five years; and

(b) if the girl is of or above the age of twelve and under the
age of fourteen years, is liable to imprisonment for two
years.

(2) It shall be a sufficient defence to any charge under this
section if it is made to appear to the Court or jury, before whom the
charge is brought, that the person so charged had reasonable cause to
believe that the girl was of or above the age of fourteen years.

6. (1) Any person who, with intent that any unmarried girl under
the age of sixteen years should be unlawfully and carnally known by
any man, whether the camnal knowledge is intended to be with any
particular man or generally, takes, or causes to be taken, the girl out of
the possession and against the will of her father or mother, or any other
person having the lawful care or charge of her, is liable to imprisonment
for two years..

(2) It shall be a sufficient defence to any charge under this
section, if it is made to appear to the Court or jury that the person so
charged had reasonable cause to believe that the girl was of or above the
age of sixteen years.

7. (1) Any person whodetains any woman or girl against her wili—
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any particular man or generally; or
(b) in any brothel,
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{2} Where a woman or girl is in or upon anv premises for ihe
purpose of having any unlawful carnal connection, or is in any brothel,
a person shall be deemed to detain the woman or girl in or upon the
premises, or in the brothel if, with intent to compel or induce her to
remain in or upon the premises or in the brothel, the person withholds
from the woman or girl any wearing apparel or other property belong-
ing to her or, where wearing apparel has been lent or otherwise supplied
to the woman or girl by or by the direction of the person, the person
threatens the woman or girl with legal proceedings if she takes away
with her the wearing apparel so lent or supplied.

(3) No legal proceedings, whether civil or criminal, shall be
taken against any woman or girl for taking away or being found in
possession of any wearing apparel as was necessary to enable her to
leave the premises or brothel.

8. Ifuponthe trial of any indictment for rape, or any offence under
section 3(1), the jury is satisfied that the defendant is guilty of an
offence under sections 2, 3, or 4, or of an indecent assault, but is not
satisfied that the defendant is guilty of the offence charged in the
indictment, or of an attempt to commit the same, then and in every such
case the jury may acquit the defendant of the offence charged and find
him guilty of the offence as aforesaid, or of an indecent assault, and
thereupon the defendant shall be liable to be punished in the same
manner as if he had been convicted upon an indictment for the offence
as aforesaid, or for the offence of indecent assault.

9. (1) If it appears to any Magistrate on information made before
him on oath by any parent, relative or guardian of any woman or girl,
or any other person who, in the opinion of the Magistrate, is bona fide
acting in the interest of any woman or girl, that there is reasonable cause
to suspect that the woman or girl is unlawfully detained for immoral
purposes by any person in any place within the jurisdiction of the
Magistrate, the Magistrate may issue a warrant authorising any person

a place of safety the woman or girl
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a Magistrate and
proceedings to be taken for punishing such person according to law.

(3) A woman or girl shall be deemed to be unlawfully detained
for immoral purposes if she is so detained for the purpose of being
unlawfully and carnally known by any man, whether any particular man
or generally, and —

woinan of gil 1o be apprehended and brought belore a

(a) either is under the age of fourteen years; or

(b) if of or over the age of fourteen years and under the age
of sixteen years, is so detained against her will or
against the will of her father or mother or of any other
person having the lawful care or charge of her; or

(c) if of or above the age of sixteen years, is so detained
against her will.

(4) Any person authorised by warrant under this section to
search for any woman or girl so detained as aforesaid may enter (if need
be, by force) any house, building or other place specified in the warrant,
and may remove the woman or girl therefrom; and every warrantissued
under this section shall be addressed to and executed by some officer of
the police service, who shall be accompanied by the parent, relative, or
guardian, or other person making the information, if such person so
desire, unless the Magistrate otherwise directs.

10. Where, on the trial of any offence under this Act, itis proved to
the satisfaction of the Court that the seduction or prostitution of a girl
under the age of sixteen has been caused, encouraged or favoured by her
father, mother, guardian, master or mistress the Court may divest the
father, mother, guardian, master or mistress of all authority over her,
and appoint any person or persons willing to take charge of the girl to
be her guardian, until she attains the age of eighteen, or any age below
this as the Court may direct. And the Court may from time to time
rescind or vary the order by the appointment of any other person or
persons as the guardian, or in any other respect.

11. This Act shall not exempt any person from any proceedmgs for
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13. In this Act the expressions “brother” and “sister” respectively Test of relation-
include half-brother and half-sister, and the provision of this Act shall $7Pwfeninees
apply whether the relationship between the person charged with an
offence under this Act and the person with whom the offence is alleged
to have been committed is or is not traced through lawful wedlock.

14. (1) Any male who camally knows a female who is to his Incestby males.
knowledge his grand-daughter, daughter, sister or mother, is liable to
imprisonment for seven years; but if, on indictment for the offence, it
is alleged in the indictment and proved that the female is under the age
of twelve years, the same punishment may be imposed as may be
imposed under section 3 for camally knowing a female under twelve
years of age.

(2) Itisimmaterial that the carnal knowledge was had with the
consent of the female.

(3) If any male attempts to commit the offence as aforesaid, he
is liable to imprisonment for two years.

(4) Onthe conviction before any Court of any male of an offence
under this section against any female under eighteen years of age, the
Court may divest the offender of all authority over that female and, if
the offender is her guardian, remove him from the guardianship and
appoint any person or persons to be her guardian or guardians during
her minority or any less period; and the Court may at any time vary or
rescind the order by the appointment of any other person as the guardian
or in any other respect.

15. Any female of or above the age of sixteen years who with Incestby females

. of or over
consent permits her grandfather, father, brother or son, to have carnal _ .~

knowledge of her (knowing him to be her grandfather, father, brother
or son, as the case may be) is liable to imprisonment for seven years.
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mera if the Court so orders incest.
(2) Subjectto section 72(6) of the Constitution, no prosecution
for any ofience under seciions 13 (o 15 shail be commenced wiiliout tie
written authority of the Attorney General.
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