


What is the Gender Equality Observatory 
for Latin America and the Caribbean?

The Gender Equality Observatory for Latin America and the 
Caribbean is a tool created further to the mandate issued at 
the tenth session of the Regional Conference on Women in 
Latin America and the Caribbean (Quito, 6-9 August 2007). The 
Observatory is intended to contribute to strengthening national 
machineries for the advancement of women, make official 
information from the governments of the region available to the 
public in a single portal and facilitate follow-up to international 
agreements on women’s rights. 

Women’s autonomy as the key 
axis of the Observatory

Autonomy means women having the capacity and conditions to 
freely make decisions that affect their lives and the societies 
in which they live. For this, society must establish a framework 
in which women can participate in private and public life on 
the same footing as men. This involves many aspects, such 
as sharing reproductive and care tasks equitably between 
men and women, ensuring women are able to exercise their 
sexual and reproductive rights and guaranteeing them a life 
free from violence. It means promoting women’s labour-market 
participation and ensuring that this generates enough income 
to provide economic autonomy. It also means upholding and 
ensuring women’s full participation in decision-making. 

The Gender Equality Observatory for Latin America and the 
Caribbean monitors the situation of women in the region, 
considering that they suffer inequalities and discriminatory 
practices related to social and economic redistribution, as 
well as in terms of political and symbolic recognition. All this 
undermines their autonomy, economically, physically or in 
decision-making, and in the way these interrelate.  



What information can be found 
in the Observatory?

The Observatory makes strategic indicators on gender available 
to governments, along with analytical tools for designing 
policies and drawing attention to the fulfilment of international 
targets and goals on gender equality:

Indicators
The Observatory uses a set of indicators to measure progress 
on equality in terms of physical autonomy, economic autonomy 
and decision-making autonomy, and the links between them. 
The indicators are built on the basis of official information 
provided by the countries, usually by national statistical offices 
and other government departments, such as machineries for 
the advancement of women. They are comparable over time 
and between countries and may be complemented by other 
indicators when the requisite official information is available.

Reports and studies
With its annual reports and regular studies, the Observatory 
forms diagnostics of inequalities between women and men and 
produces regional or national analyses of progress, setbacks 
and public policy challenges for achieving gender equality and 
women’s autonomy.



Legislation
The Observatory maintains an updated repository of 
legislation on care, quotas, violence and abortion, as well 
as the constitutional norms of the Latin American and 
Caribbean countries and the Iberian Peninsula. This broad 
repository serves as a point of reference for follow-up in 
relation to the normative framework for gender equality 
and women’s autonomy in the region.

D
es

ar
ro

ll
o 

So
ci

al

MARÍA CRISTINA BENAVENTE R.
ALEJANDRA VALDÉS B.
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Fair policies analysis
The Observatory analyses national public policies on gender 
equality, with a particular focus on institutional, social, political 
and cultural capacity-building. This is aimed at establishing 
a corpus of knowledge on government responses and their 
outcomes in relation to demands for physical, economic 
and decision-making autonomy, in order to inform action 
and policymaking.

The majority of femicides correspond to murders that originate in relationships among couples.

Improve administrative records to learn the real number of femicides in all the region’s countries

Foster programs to prevent all forms of violence against women to avoid femicide

Recommendations

Allocate economic resources to preventing violence and providing reparations to victims

FEMICIDE

Source: ECLAC’s Gender Equality Observatory for Latin America and the Caribbean - http://www.cepal.org/oig/default.asp?idioma=IN

Femicide is the most dramatic expression of violence against women. 
According to official data from the region’s countries compiled by the Gender 
Equality Observatory for Latin America and the Caribbean of ECLAC, 1,903 
women were murdered because of their gender in fifteen Latin American 
countries and three Caribbean nations in 2014.

have femicide or feminicide 
laws 

Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 

El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and Peru

aggravated 
homicide 
for gender 
reasons 

Argentina and 
Venezuela

14

2

The countries with the highest rates in 
the region are:

Honduras, El Salvador, the 
Dominican Republic and Guatemala 

Total femicides Absolute number  - 2014

GUATEMALA
217

EL SALVADOR
183

NICARAGUA
36

COSTA RICA
14

HONDURAS
531

BARBADOS
2

PANAMA
26

COLOMBIA
145

ECUADOR
97

PERU
90

Without public information

DOMINICA
1

PUERTO RICO

44

DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC

188

SURINAME
8

CHILE
40

PARAGUAY
32

URUGUAY
24

Latin American 
countries passed 

legislation 
between 2008 

and 2015

16

More information on: Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean - http://www.cepal.org/12conferenciamujer/default.asp?idioma=IN

ARGENTINA
225

Dissemination resources 
The Observatory offers a series of materials for raising 
awareness of the situation of women in Latin America 
and the Caribbean with Notes for Equality, infographics 
and videos.

Economic Autonomy
Care related policies and laws 
Pension laws

Autonoy in  
decision-making 
Quota legislation

Physical Autonomy
Violence laws  
Abortion laws

Interrelationship  
of the autonomies
Equality plans  
Migration laws



Economic autonomy

Autonomy in decision-making

Physical autonomy

Latin America (average): people without incomes of their own, by sex, 
around 2014 

Latin America (average): time spend on 
unpaid domestic and care work, latest 
data available  

Women perform 76% of 
unpaid domestic and care 
work in Latin American 
households

12.5%

23.1%

29.0%

76%

22.4%28.8%

65.1%

Latin America and the 
Caribbean (33 countries): 

women in national legislative 
bodies, 2017

Latin America (8 countries): unmet need for family planning, women 
aged 15 to 19 years, 2010 

Latin America (18 countries) and the Caribbean (8 countries): femicides, 2014 

Latin America and the 
Caribbean (33 countries): 
women in ministerial 
cabinet positions, 2014

12  
women are killed every day in the 
region in gender-related violence 

25%
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