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THE STATE OF LEGISLATION ON ABORTION AND VOLUNTARY INTERRUPTION OF 
PREGNANCY IN THE REGION 

Abortion is permitted in three countries of Latin America; in 11 countries it is 
realized under certain circumstances. 

 
 Three countries in Latin America and de FD in Mexico have a legislation that allows 

abortion without limiting circumstances or reasons 

 In 5 countries, abortion is penalized in all its forms, even when the woman’s life is in 
danger.  

 Out of the eleven countries that allow abortion for certain reasons, two of them allow it 
only when the woman’s life is in danger.  

 

 
 

Fuente: ECLAC. Gender Equality Observatory for Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
* Abortion is fully permitted only in the Federal District. In the country in general, it is permitted under 

certain circumstances which vary from state to state depending on state legislation.  
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LATIN AMERICA: LEGISLATION ON ABORTION AND VOLUNTARY 
INTERRUPTION OF PREGNANCY, 2012

(Absolute numbers)

Penalized under any circumstances

For women's health reasons, inviability of the fetus, or rape

No restriction on reasons for abortion

Argentina
Bolivia
Brazil
Colombia
Costa Rica
Ecuador
Guatemala
Panama
Paraguay 
Peru 
Venezuela 

Cuba
Uruguay
Mexico (DF) *
Puerto Rico

Chile
Honduras
El Salvador
Nicaragua
Dominican Republic

http://www.cepal.org/cgi-bin/getProd.asp?xml=/oig/noticias/noticias/5/50515/P50515.xml&xsl=/oig/tpl/p1f.xsl&base=/oig/tpl/top-bottom-fisica.xslt
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Reasons No 

restriction 
on reasons 
for 
abortion 

To preserve 
the mental 
health of the 
woman (and 
physical) 

Due to rape, 
statutory 
rape, or 
incest 

To preserve 
the physical 
health of the 
woman (and 
her life) 

Due to 
fetal 
inviability 

To save the 
woman’s life 

Completely 
prohibited 

Countries Cuba 
Uruguay 
Mexico (FD) 
Puerto Rico 

Costa Rica 
Ecuador 
Peru 

Argentina 
Bolivia 
Brazil 
Colombia 
Panama 

Argentina 
Bolivia 
Brasil 
Colombia 
Paraguay 

Colombia Guatemala 
Panamá 
Venezuela 
 

Chile 
Honduras 
El Salvador 
Nicaragua 
Dominican 
Republic 

Source: Gender Equality Observatory for Latin America and the Caribbean, ECLAC 
 

Why is it necessary to review the current legislation? 

• The States of the region have committed to guaranteeing to quality health services as a 
necessary condition for the reduction of maternal mortality and morbidity. 

• Most countries in the region have assumed commitments related to sexual and reproductive 
health in the Cairo Conference and then ratified them in the Beijing Conference.  

• It is a commitment assumed in the Brasilia Consensus (2010) to “review laws that punish 
women who have undergone abortions, and ensure that abortions are performed safely where 
authorized by the law”. 

• In several countries, there are still measures that punish women who have had abortions, 
which is a violation of their human rights. 

 

What are the main challenges around the legislation of abortion and of voluntary 
interruption of pregnancy? 

• Make progress toward legal measures that are coherent with the protection and guarantee of 
women’s rights.  

• Create and improve the conditions for access to opportune and safe voluntary pregnancy 
interruption, in countries where this is allowed without restrictions or under certain 
circumstances. This involves developing regulations, standards and treatment protocols which 
provide an appropriate framework for enforcement. 

• Progress in the development of policies that reduce the impact of unsafe abortion in those 
countries with partial or total restrictions.  

• Promote measures to improve the sexual and reproductive health of women and the general 
population, especially sexual education and sexual and reproductive health attention policies. 
Universal access to reproductive health by 2015 is also a target of Millennium Development 
Goal 5, which aims to improve maternal health.  

• Strengthen information systems about the situation of abortion. 


