
Gender equality at the centre 
of the 2030 Agenda

Gender equality is one of the cross-cutting principles of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. It is present in the Declaration, the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and targets and in the 
means of implementation, as well as in the proposed indicators for 
their follow-up. 

Along with SDG 5, specifically aimed at achieving gender equality 
and empowering all women and girls, 13 other Goals (SDGs 1, 2, 3, 4, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 16 and 17) establish clear commitments towards 
equality between men and women.

Mainstreaming gender in the production 
of statistics for monitoring the Sustainable 
Development Goals

The 2030 Agenda provides a great opportunity for producing  
gender-sensitive information; however, it also poses challenges 
in terms of the quality and coverage of statistical production at 
the national level. Ensuring that no one is left behind requires 
indicators for monitoring the SDGs that are suited to the region and 
that are able to identify the main gender gaps in all dimensions of  
sustainable development.

In the light of the vast quantity of data needed and the multiplicity 
of users and producers of information involved, data-related standards 
and technologies must be upgraded to facilitate the integration 
of data from several sources. This means that better use must be 
made of traditional sources of data, such as censuses, surveys, 
administrative records and vital statistics. It will also require fully 
harnessing the power of technology to leverage new sources of data, 
without overlooking the quality, confidentiality and reliability of the  
integrated information.

Source: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).
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The regional architecture drives the production of comparable gender statistics

The Latin American and Caribbean region has a host of regional mechanisms for identifying the challenges and 
priorities related to gender equality and women’s autonomy and promoting the statistical development of the 
countries of the region. 

Milestones of regional agreements on gender statistics

First proposal for a 
Classification of Time-Use 
Activities for 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean (CAUTAL)

Working Group on Gender 
Statistics of the Statistical 
Conference of the 
Americas created

Through its Working Group on Gender Statistics 
has promoted the production, development, 

systematization and dissemination of statistical 
information and gender-sensitive indicators 

in line with the commitments and goals of the 
Regional Gender Agenda and the 2030 Agenda

Subsidiary organ of the Economic Commission 
for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
and the region’s foremost intergovernmental 
forum in which States make commitments to 
progress towards the ful�lment of women's 

rights and eradicating gender inequality 
and discrimination

Gender equity prioritized in 
the programme of work of 
the Statistical Conference 
of the Americas

CAUTAL adopted

Adoption of the Regional Programme 
of Action for the Women of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 
1995–2001 (Mar del Plata)
Achieve disaggregation by sex and 
ethnicity in statistical information 
Investigate and register acts of violence 
against women, establishing 
a systematic register

Regional Plan of Action on the 
Integration  of Women into Latin 
American Economic and Social 
Development (Havana)
Obtain and construct statistics on 
fundamental aspects with a view to 
monitoring women's social and 
economic conditions

Santiago Consensus, 1997

Develop gender indicators with 
disaggregated data. Agreement 
to create a data bank of gender 
indicators that can be 
periodically updated

Mexico City Consensus, 2004

Brasilia Consensus, 2010

Enhance the development of an 
information system based on statistics 
disaggregated by sex, taking racial, 
ethnic and generational diversity into 
account, and placing special emphasis 
on the issues of poverty, unpaid work, 
time use, gender-based violence and 
international migration

Encourage the establishment, in 
national accounts, of a satellite 
account for unpaid domestic and care 
work performed by women

Lima Consensus, 2000
Strengthen systems for collecting and 
processing statistical data 
disaggregated by sex Adopt the use 
of gender indicators that contribute to 
analysis, the implementation of public 
policies, and monitoring and assessment 
of agreements

Presentation of prioritized 
set of indicators for regional 
monitoring of the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals, including indicators 
of total work time 
and of femicide

Creation of the Working 
Group on Gender Statistics 
approved. Working Group's 
first programme 
of work approved at the 
seventh meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the 
Statistical Conference 
of the Americas

Countries urged to increase 
their work on statistics from 
administrative records, 
especially in the cases of 
records concerning violence 
against women

XVII Meeting of the 
Executive Committee

VI Meeting
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The Working Group 
on Gender Statistics 
has played a key role 
in the methodological 
discussion on 
indicators for the 
Gender Equality 
Observatory

VI Conference
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1994

2000

Quito Consensus, 2007

X Conference 2007

Santo Domingo Consensus, 2013

Establish and strengthen statistical 
production in areas such as the use of 
information and communication 
technologies, unpaid work, sexual and 
reproductive health and gender violence 
to facilitate the design of appropriate 
and fair public policies

XII Conference 2013
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1977
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Montevideo Strategy for 
Implementation of the Regional 
Gender Agenda within the 
Sustainable Development 
Framework by 2030
A specific pillar of implementation 
pertaining to information systems 
is established

XIII Conference2016

To develop instruments, especially 
time-use surveys, for periodically 
measuring unpaid work
Creation of the Gender Equality 
Observatory for Latin America 
and the Caribbean

Source: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), “Regional Gender Agenda” [online] https://biblioguias.cepal.org/RegionalGenderAgenda, and the agreements 
adopted by the Statistical Conference of the Americas of ECLAC.
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Regional statistical monitoring framework for the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development12

1 For further information on the regional framework of indicators, see the Report on the prioritization of indicators for regional statistical follow-up to the Sustainable 
Development Goals in Latin America and the Caribbean.

2 The prioritization of indicators is ongoing and the sets that are presented here may differ from the final sets at the close of the process.

Latin America and the Caribbean (33 countries): 
femicides, latest year availablea,b

(Rates per 100,000 women)
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British Virgin Islands, 2018
Montserrat, 2017

Grenada, 2018
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 2016

Jamaica, 2018
Bahamas, 2018
Suriname, 2018

Belize, 2018
Barbados, 2018

Trinidad and Tobago, 2018
Saint Lucia, 2017

Guyana, 2017

Chile, 2018
Colombia. 2018

Nicaragua, 2018
Venezuela (Bol. Rep. of), 2016

Peru, 2018
Cuba, 2016

Panama, 2018
Costa Rica, 2018

Brazil, 2018
Argentina, 2018

Puerto Rico, 2018
Ecuador, 2017
Mexico, 2018

Uruguay, 2018
Paraguay, 2018

Dominican Rep., 2018
Guatemala, 2018

Bolivia (Plur. State of), 2018
Honduras, 2017

El Salvador, 2018

Source: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Gender Equality 
Observatory for Latin America and the Caribbean, on the basis of official sources. 

a Saint Kitts and Nevis reported two deaths by femicide in 2018, but population estimates 
do not allow for the calculation of the rate per 100,000 women.

b Data refer to femicides, except in the case of Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Chile, Colombia, 
Cuba, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Puerto Rico, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 
and Suriname, which record information only in cases of intimate femicide, that is, 
committed by the woman’s partner or former intimate partner.

The 154 indicators cover the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals and 94 of the 169 targets that are part of the global 
indicator framework. Of those 154 indicators, 120 are 
from the global indicator framework for the Sustainable 
Development Goals, 30 are complementary indicators 
and 4 are proxy indicators. 

The regional framework incorporates indicators that help 
to understand certain issues that are important for the 
region and which are necessary for achieving gender 
equality. For example, the inclusion of the rate of femicide 
per 100,000 women allows for progress in monitoring the 
extreme violence to which the women of the region are 
subjected and in drafting and monitoring laws to prevent 
such violence. In addition, the selection of the indicator on 
average hours per week spent on unpaid and paid work 
sheds light on the overburden of unpaid work on women 
and identifies the barriers to their economic autonomy 
that result from the rigid sexual division of labour.

Latin America (16 countries): time spent on total work 
—paid and unpaid— population aged 15 years and 
over, by sex, latest year available
(Hours per week)
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Total working time

Source: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Gender 
Equality Observatory for Latin America and the Caribbean [online] https://oig.
cepal.org/en, on the basis of special tabulations of data from time-use surveys 
conducted in the respective countries.

a Data for Cuba are calculated for the total population aged 15–74 years, not just for the 
participating population.

In 2015, at its eighth meeting, the Statistical Conference of 
the Americas of ECLAC requested that the Commission 
prepare a proposal for a regional framework of indicators 
for monitoring the Sustainable Development Goals and 
the Executive Committee of the Statistical Conference 
—at its fifteenth meeting in June 2016— approved the 
creation of the Statistical Coordination Group for the 
2030 Agenda in Latin America and the Caribbean and of 
the Americas. The proposal was presented at the ninth 
meeting of the Statistical Conference in 2017 as a frame 
of reference that would generate more good-quality 
and coordinated information and close gaps in statistical 
production. The Conference requested that the Statistical 
Coordination Group review the proposal and establish 
a prioritized set of indicators for monitoring the SDGs in 
the region. As a result of this process, a core set of 154 
prioritized indicators (set 1) was established; second set 
made up of 143 indicators and a third (112 indicators) 
would be addressed at different stages as decided by 
the Conference.2



Thanks are owed to the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECID) for support provided for the reprinting 
of this leaflet.
For further information on the work of the Division for Gender Affairs of ECLAC on this and other issues, go to:  www.cepal.org/en/
work-areas/gender-affairs and http://oig.cepal.org/en.

Explicit targets for gender equality or women’s rights
Implicit targets for gender equality or women’s rights
Targets that create conditions for gender equality 
or women’s rights
Targets indirectly related to gender equality 
or women’s rights

Target does not have prioritized indicators
Proxy indicator
Complementary indicator

Indicators with a women’s rights and 
gender equality perspective prioritized 
in the first set
Target has prioritized indicators with 
a women’s rights and gender equality 
perspective in set 2 or set 3

16.1 16.2 16.3 16.4 16.5 16.6 16.7 16.8 16.9 16.10 16.a 16.b
16.1.1 16.1.3 16.1.4 16.2.1 16.2.2 16.2.3 16.3.1 16.3.2 C-16.3b ø ø 16.6.1 16.7.1 ø 16.9.1 16.10.2 ø ø

17.1 17.2 17.3 17.4 17.5 17.6 17.7 17.8 17.9 17.10 17.11 17.12
17.1.1 17.1.2 ø 17.3.2 17.4.1 ø 17.6.2 ø 17.8.1 ø ø ø ø
17.13 17.14 17.15 17.16 17.17 17.18 17.19

ø ø ø ø ø 17.18.1 17.18.2 17.18.3 17.19.1 C-17.19a 17.19.2 C-17.19b C-17.19e

1.1 1.2 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.5 1.a 1.b
P-1.1.1 1.2.1 1.2.2 1.3.1 ø 1.5.1 1.5.3 1.5.4 1.a.2 ø

2.1 2.2 2.3 2.4 2.5 2.a 2.b 2.c
2.1.1 2.1.2 2.2.1 2.2.2 2.3 C-2.4a C-2.4b ø ø ø ø

3.5 3.6 3.7 3.8 3.9 3.a 3.b 3.c 3.d
3.5.2 3.6.1 3.7.1 P-3.7.1 3.7.2 C-3.7b C-3.7c 3.8.1 3.8.2 ø 3.a.1 3.b.1 3.b.1 3.c.1 3.d.1

3.1 3.2 3.3 3.4
3.1.1 3.1.2 C-3.1 3.2.1 3.2.2 3.3.1 C-3.3a C-3.3b 3.3.2 3.3.3 3.3.4 3.3.5 C-3.3c 3.4.1 3.4.2

ø

15.1 15.2 15.3 15.4 15.5 15.6 15.7 15.8 15.9 15.a 15.b 15.c
15.1.1 15.1.2 C-15.1c C-15.1e ø 15.3.1 ø 15.5.1 ø ø C-15.8b ø ø ø ø

5.1 5.2 5.3 5.4 5.5 5.6 5.a 5.b 5.c
ø 5.2.1 C-5.2 5.2.2 5.3.1 5.4.1 C-5.4c 5.5.1 5.5.2 5.6.1 5.6.1 ø ø 5.c.1

8.1 8.2 8.3 8.4 8.5 8.6 8.7 8.8 8.9 8.10 8.a 8.b
8.1.1 8.2.1 8.3.1 8.1.1 8.5.1 8.5.2 C-8.6 8.7.1 8.8.1 8.9.1 8.10.1 8.10.2 ø ø

9.1 9.2 9.3 9.4 9.5 9.a 9.b 9.c
9.1.1 9.1.2 9.2.1 9.2.2 ø 9.4.1 9.5.1 9.5.2 ø 9.b.1 9.c.1

10.1 10.2 10.3 10.4 10.5 10.6 10.7 10.a 10.b 10.c
10.1.1 10.2.1 10.3.1 10.4.1 C-10.4 ø ø 10.7.1 ø ø ø

11.1 11.2 11.3 11.4 11.5 11.6 11.7 11.a 11.b 11.c
11.1.1 C-11.2b 11.3.1 ø 11.5.2 11.6.1 11.6.2 11.7.2 ø ø ø

ø
12.1 12.2 12.3 12.4 12.5 12.6 12.7 12.6 12.a 12.b 12.c

12.2.2 øø 12.4.1 P-12.5.1 ø ø ø ø ø ø

14.1 14.2 14.3 14.4 14.5 14.6 14.7 14.a 14.b 14.c
14.2.2 14.2.2 ø 14.2.2 14.2.2 14.2.2 ø ø ø ø ø

13.1 13.2 13.3 13.a 13.b
13.1.1 13.1.2 13.1.1 ø C-13.a C-13.c C-13.3d ø ø

6.1 6.2 6.2 6.2 6.3 6.4 6.2 6.5
6.1.1 6.2.1 6.3.1 6.4.2 ø ø ø ø

7.1 7.2 7.3 7.a 7.b
7.1.1 C-7.1b 7.2.1 7.3.1 ø ø

4.1 4.2 4.3 4.4 4.5 4.6 4.7 4.a 4.b 4.c
4.1.1 4.2.1 4.2.2 C-4.3 4.4.1 4.54.1 4.6.1 C-4.6a ø 4.a.1 ø 4.c.1

Indicators for receipt and level 
of pension income, 

disaggregated by sex, were 
included for this target in set 3.

The indicator “population 
without their own income, 

disaggregated by sex”, was 
included for this target in set 2.

Prenatal care coverage (at 
least one consultation or at 

least four consultations).

Percentage of young women 
aged 15–19 who are mothers.

Percentage of live births to adolescent 
and young mothers that were unplanned.

Rates of femicide or feminicide 
(gender-related killings of 
women aged 15 years and 
older per 100,000 women).

Average hours per week spent 
on unpaid and paid work, 
by sex (total workload).

Indicators that highlight the burden of unpaid 
work as a barrier to labour market 

participation are included for this target 
in the second set of priorities.

The second and third sets include 
indicators that highlight the 

importance of regulatory frameworks 
for guaranteeing gender equality.  

Proportion of youth (aged 
15–24 years) not in education, 

employment or training, and not 
working exclusively in the home, by sex.

An indicator on urban and territorial 
planning that takes gender and other 
aspects into account was included 

for this target in set 3.

The link between gender 
equality and the environmental 

pillar of sustainable 
development is not 

sufficiently established.

The Strategy complements the means 
of implementation of the SDGs and 

helps to ensure that progress on some 
goals does not hamper the 

achievement of gender equality goals.

Remaining challenges

Montevideo Strategy

Set 1 of indicators prioritized by the Statistical Coordination Group for the 2030 Agenda in Latin America 
and the Caribbean for follow-up to the Sustainable Development Goals in the regiona

Source: Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLAC), on the basis of Statistical Coordination Group for the 2030 Agenda in Latin America and the Caribbean, Report on the prioritization 
of indicators for regional statistical follow-up to the Sustainable Development Goals  in Latin America and the Caribbean (LC/CE 17/3), Santiago, 2018; and ECLAC “Women’s 
rights and autonomy at the center of Sustainable Development in Latin America and the Caribbean”, Notes for Equality N°23, April 2017. 

a  The data presented in the table are current as of 2 October 2018, the date of publication of the report on the prioritization of indicators.


